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WOODSTOCK
LogicalProgression, ForItself byEllenSand

NoForcedChanges JustWon'tDo
Freelancecontributor,Sato
Vogue,LosAngelesFi

JoeCockerhaswrittenfewof Withtheoddsstackedmightilyagai
TenYearsAfterisararity-

thesongshesings.Buthowheaturbulentcurrentofhopecracklingt
ablues-rockquartetwhohave

singsthemhasputhimonthe outofherecomesdowntoagenuinelo
madetheirwaytorecognition
without sacrificing, en route,

expresswaytoeminenceasthe

rock-bluesstarofhisgeneration.
ayearning,painful,fiercepersistence.l
andit'sanewworldcomingandsomeh

eitherintegrityorthepowerof
Heisalsodifferentfromhis todowithgoingbacktowhereweonce!

theirhighlyindividualmusic.
peersinanotherway—-hedoesn't inrockandroll.

AtWoodstock,theyarrivedbelieveinvolumeforvolume's EveryoneIknowfeelsit.Mythsare
unheralded.Simply English

sake."Iusedtohaveahugebank
groupplayingwhatAlvinLee,

ofamplifiersandspeakers,"he
jurejoyandletitbe,valuescometo

vocalist-lead guitarist, terms

"blues-basedrockwithjazz.ten- says,
"butIgotridofthem.1

things,thereisnewmusicandlifeatit
yes.Itculminatesperiodicallyinsucce

dencies."Buttheirimpactwas
onlyusesmallamplifiersnow." energygeneratedbyeverincreasing
Thosesmallones,plusCocker,
wereenoughtostandtheWood-

gether,reciprocatingtheirmusic.Woo
instantancous. Thedrumsof biggestmostbeautifuloneyet.
fame began beatingat once

ALVINLEE stockFestivalonitshead.Orits AtWoodstockwhereitallcametoge
throughouttherockgenerationto
celebratetheadventofanewfeet.

Hisartasasingerhasgone
thesky,breathingcleanairwesustaind
rainthatthreatenedtostopitwhilech

combowithagenuinelyunique
aroundtheworld,butinsidehewasapartofit.Thechallengewasmer

sound.

Thegroup,whoseothermem- hasnevergottenawayfromEng-
wasseveralhundredacresofmother

bersareLeoLyons bass,
land,thoughhemadeastrenu-
ous,andsuccessful,efforttoget

starspangled,fullblastingrockandroi

RicLeeondrumsandChick
awayfromahometown200

proscenium,butthestarofWoodstock

Churchillonorgan,havesince youwhotriedtocome,youwhowished
milesnorthofLondon.Thereheitandwereflashedwiththemagnificen

producedanewalbum, workedasagas-fitterbydayand Whatemergedwasaglimpseofthe
andare attracting

"Ssssh,"|
immense

crowdsonanationwidetour. sanginpubsatnight.Heinter- brationburstfullblownfromthehei

Super-soundsor not, Ten woveprodigiousnativeenergy

YearsAfterdefyclassificationas withabluesstylefranklytaken
depthsofitsmostgruesomefears.Itliter
Buttomanyhereamongusitwas

rockmusiciansintheusualsense. fromblindRayCharles,whom

Theyplayessentiallywhiteblues,
heidolizes.Thegoingwasslow,

destined,agreatleapinthecontinuum

andtorturous.Hereachedwhere
ingredientshadbeengrowinggeomet
priortoWoodstockapproached,evenadynamicnew-stylepopmusic

thathasgrownoutofblackblues, hewantedtogo.Inthepastyear,
thisoneturnedouttobethechosenmo

soulmusicandjazz.Theyaretwoofhissongs("WithaLittle
HelpfromMy and

Examiningthecoordinatesismissingth
Friends" sheergumption,ithappenedatWoods

tryingtodevelopastylethatisa
logicalprogressionwithoutany "DeltaLady")haveclimbedto

forcedchanges.
theTop-20chartinBritain,and

Urgency,ecstasy,idealism,terror.

bombinsidethisgeneration.Musicand
time.Woodstockwasanequalandop"Wedon'tthinktheobjectivestayed.

JOHNSEBASTIAN

Sebastian:Finger
OnthePulse
OfHisTime
AsamemberofTheLoving

Spoonful,JohnSebastianproved
himselfatopperformer,singer
andsong-writer.Yetitisone
thingtobeinagroupandanother

togoonstageandfacetheaudi-
encealone.

AtWoodstock,Sebastiandem-

onstratedhispowersforthechal-

lenge.Asheseesit,"leavingThe
Spoonfulwasaveryspontaneous
thing.Therewereahundredlit-
tlereasons,butprimarily- -and
notonlyformebutforallof

ofwhitebluesistoimitateblack Allofthatpleasuredhim,of

musicians,"saysLee. "Whenwe course,butnotbecauseofthe
logical,socialandpoliticalpressurecool

doabluesishsong,it'smoreinmoney.Loot,Cockerbelieves,"is
atantrum,youthhasarockfestival.
Itbecameathreedaylive-inwher

stylethaninfeeling.Thefeeling
isrelevantonlytous."

just another complication.. shared.Authoritywasmissinginactic

havingtothinkaboutwhatyou youngpeoplesuddenlyrealizedthey

WHATTHEYSAID...
aregoingtodowithit." wanted.Achoicewasmade;genuinep

vailed.Itworked.Joyously,profoundly
anotherenmasseforthedurationof

couldeverbethesame.Itbecameami
Woodstockwasbeadsandcolors

dream,ametaphorforamovement,a
andflowersandsunshineand

wefeel.Itwasaneruptionofenergyso:
beautifulpeople.

mentalthatcomewhatmay,itstandsas-JohnSebastian

Thiswasthe"GoneWithThe

Wind"ofourgeneration.
-AlvinLee

I'mgladitrained.Itwasagreat
storm,itreallywas.

togetherwecanbe.Everyone.

-JoeCocker

ThepeaceatWoodstockwasjust
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